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Objectives
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Provide complete standards

Provide predictable processes

Respond to remaining land inventory

Improve alignment with Strategic Plan 

Implement Westminster Forward Plans



Progress
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Drafts
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6/18 – 2/20 Task Force Meetings
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Site
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Document Organization
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Outline

1. Introduction

2. Use Patterns

3. Zoning Districts

4. Development Standards 

5. Procedures

6. Use Regulations

7. Nonconformities

8. Enforcement

9. Agencies

10. Definitions

11. Legal Provisions

12. Submittal Requirements
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Design Standards Update
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Design Standards: Key Comments

11

• Use Patterns Content

• Design Standards Format

• Design Standards Organization

• Design Standards Content



Use Pattern Comments: Content
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• Developed additional Single-Family Use Patterns (existing, new, neo 
traditional)

• Adjusted some Use Pattern contexts

• Updated some design elements in the Use Patterns

• Provide phased development in two Use Patterns
• Commercial Retrofit
• Office and Employment Campus

• Identify Principal vs. Accessory Building Types



Design Standards: Key Comments
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Before New (Phase 1)

• Appropriate Site Configuration 

• Addition of People & Cars for 

Scale 

• Appropriate Uses and 

Surrounding Context

New (Phase 2)



Design Standards Comments: Format
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Single column with images above and below the text

Updated numbering system



Design Standards Comments: Format
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Before New

• Organize 
headings to 
match the rest of 
the Westminster 
UDC

• Clearly identify 
“Principle” and 
“Secondary” 
building types 

• Only include the 
specific 
standards that 
are unique to 
each Use Pattern

• Single column 
layout



Design Standards Comments : Organization
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• Overarching Design Standards

• Design Standards tailored to the Use Patterns



Design Standards Comments : Content
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• Integrate more measurable standards and use more directives in the 
Design Guidelines

• Provide updated numbering system



Design Standards Comments : Content
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Before New
• Organize headings to match 

the rest of the Westminster 
UDC

• Single column layout

• Adjusted language to be 
more enforceable

• Alignment of photos



Design Standards Comments : Content

19

• Prescribe a minimums for  frontage and transition types

• Coordinate maximum building lengths and connectivity

• Coordinate transitions and landscape standards

• Increase articulation standards

• Clarify building type (mixed use, small flex industrial, large 
conventional industrial)

• Remove parking (will be addressed in another section)
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Zoning
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2 sets of districts

PUD for > 2 acres

Plan ▶︎ PUD ▶︎ Development

1 set of districts

PUD for > 10 acres

Plan ▶︎ Districts ▶︎ Development 

Standards writtenStandards negotiated



Open (O1)
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Density (max dwelling units / acre) 0.1
Lot Area (min acres) 10

Lot Width (min) 200’
Impervious Surface (max % of site) 5%

Future Land Use:
City Owned Open Space

Public Parks
Private Parks / Private Open Space

Golf Courses

Existing:
Open (O1)



Suburban Residential (SR)
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Conventional Cluster
Density (max dwelling units / acre) 1.507 2.504
Lot Area (min square feet) 21,800 10,000
Impervious Surface (max % of site) 20% 35%
Common Open Space (min % development) 20% 35%

Future Land Use:
Residential (R-1)

Residential (R-2.5)

Existing:
One Family Residential (RE)



Traditional Residential (TR)
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Future Land Use:
Residential (R-3.5)

Existing:
One Family Residential (RA)
One Family Residential (R1)
Two Family Residential (R2)
Mobile Home District (R5)

SF 2F
Density (max dwelling units / acre) 3.172 4.577
Lot Area per Unit (min square feet) 8,500 6,000
Impervious Surface (max % of site) 35% 25%
Building Height (max feet/stories) 35’/2.5 35’/2.5
Common Open Space (min % development) 30% 30%
Build-to-Zone (min/max) 20’/35’ 20’/35’
Frontage Buildout (min % lot width) 40% 40%



Mixed Residential (MR)
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SFD 2F SFA M-U
Density (max dwelling units / acre) 5 7 7.2 8
Lot Area per Unit (min square feet) 6,000 4,500 4,000 3,300
Lot Width (min) 60’ 33’ 30’ 33’
Impervious Surface (max % of site) 60% 45% 55% 40%
Building Height (max feet/stories) 35’/2.5 35’/2.5 35’/2.5 35’/2.5
Common Open Space (min % development) 20% 20% 20% 30%

Future Land Use:
Residential (R-5)
Residential (R-8)

Existing:
Multiple-Family Residential (R3)



Mixed Medium Residential (MM)
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SFA 2F M-U Tnhm Apt
Density (max dwelling units / acre) 12 16 18 15 17
Lot Area per Unit (min square feet) 2,500 2,000 1,666 2,000 2,000
Lot Width (min) 30’ 20’ 23’ 25’ 15’
Impervious Surface (max % of site) 65% 75% 65% 70% 70%
Building Height (max feet/stories) 35’/2.5 35’/2.5 35’/2.5 45’/3 45’/3
Common Open Space (min % of dvt) 10% 10% 10% 10% 10%

Future Land Use:
Residential (R-12)
Residential (R-18)

Existing:
Multiple-Family Residential (R4)



Mixed High Residential (MH)
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M-U Tnhm Apt
Density (max dwelling units / acre) 20 27 36
Lot Area per Unit (min square feet) 1,500 1,000 920
Lot Width (min) 20’ 20’ 8’
Impervious Surface (max % of site) 70% 70% 70%
Building Height (max feet/stories) 45’/3 45’/3 45’/3
Common Open Space (min % of dvt) 10% 10% 10%

Future Land Use:
Residential (R-36)

Existing:
New



Neighborhood Office (NO)
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Building Floor Area (max square feet) 20,000
Building Height (max feet/stories) 35’/2.5
Civic Space (min % of development) 10%
Build-to-Zone (min/max) 5’/10’
Frontage Buildout (min % lot width) 40-45%

Future Land Use:
Neighborhood Office

Existing:
Business District (B1)



Neighborhood Commercial (NC)
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Building Floor Area (max square feet) 50,000
Floor Area Ratio (max) 25%
Building Height (max feet/stories) 35’/2.5
Civic Space (min % of development) 10%
Build-to-Zone (min/max) 5’/20’ – 10’/25’
Frontage Buildout (min % of lot width) 50-55%

Future Land Use:
Neighborhood Commercial

Existing:
Commercial District (C1)



Mixed Center (MC)
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Traditional 
Neighborhood

Urban 
Commercial Mixed Use Center

Density (min/max dwelling units / acre) --/18 8/36 --/36
Floor Area Ratio (min/max) --/1.0 0.1/1.5 0.75/2.0
Building Height (max feet/stories) 35’/2.5 55’/4 75’/6
Building Height (min feet/stories) 35’/2.5 35’/2.5 55’/4
Common Open or Civic Space (min % of dvt) 10% 10% 10%
Build-to-Zone (min/max) 0’/20’ 0-10//20’ 0-20’/5-30’
Frontage Buildout (min % of lot width) 50-70% 50-70% 40-60%

Future Land Use:
Traditional Mixed Use 

Neighborhood Development
Urban Commercial

Mixed Use Center

Existing:
Transitional District (T1)
Planned Unit Development (PUD)



Town Center (TC)
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Community Regional
Building Floor Area (min/max square feet) 100,000/350,00

0
125,000/--

Site Area (min acres) 20 40
Floor Area Ratio (max) 0.35 0.45
Building Height (max feet/stories) 45’/3 60’/5
Common Civic Space (min % of development) 25% 25%
Build-to-Zone (min/max) 10-15’/30-40’ 0-5’/20-70’
Frontage Buildout (min % of lot width) 30-40% 40-60%Future Land Use:

Community Commercial
Regional Commercial

Existing:
Heavy Commercial District (C2)
Corridor Overlay



Commercial Corridor (CC)
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Building Floor Area (max sf) 150,000
Floor Area Ratio (max) .350
Building Height (max feet/stories) 45’/3
Civic Space (min % of development) NA
Build-to-Zone (min/max) 20-30’/30-40’
Frontage Buildout (min % lot width) 30’

Future Land Use:
Service Commercial

Existing:
Heavy Commercial District (C2)
Corridor Overlay



Office Park (OP)
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Building Floor Area (max sf) 150,000
Floor Area Ratio (max) 1.000
Building Height (max feet/stories) 50’/3
Civic Space (min % of development) 30%
Build-to-Zone (min/max) 10’/20-30’
Frontage Buildout (min % lot width) 30-35%

Future Land Use:
Office/R&D Low Intensity

Existing:
Transitional District (T1)
Business District (B1)
Commercial District (C1)
Heavy Commercial District (C2) 



Business Park (BP)
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Building Floor Area (max square feet) NA
Floor Area Ratio (min/max) 0.500/2.000
Building Height (max feet/stories) 50’/3
Civic Space (min % of development) 20%
Build-to-Zone (min/max) 10’/20-40’
Frontage Buildout (min % lot width) 30-35%

Future Land Use:
Office/R&D High Intensity

Existing:
Industrial District (M1)



Industrial Park (IP)
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Floor Area Ratio (max) 0.500
Building Height (max feet/stories) NA/NA
Build-to-Zone (min/max) 10’/70-90’
Frontage Buildout (min % lot width) 30-45%

Future Land Use:
Flex/Light Industrial 

Existing:
M2



Planned Unit Development (PUD)

Permitted and prohibited uses

Density

Floor area or floor area ratios

Lot size 

Setbacks 

Building height 

Open or civic space 

Off-street & on-street parking and 
loading 

Signs 

Screening landscaping or 
buffering 

Building design

Site design

Tree preservation

Sustainability 

Project phasing

Compatibility standards
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Specific Plan Districts
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Downtown Westminster Station
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Use Table
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Development Standards

General Provisions

Blocks, Lots and Setbacks

Buildings

Fences

Environmental Requirements

Improvement Guarantees

Landscaping & Tree Preservation

Parking and Loading

Parks/Open Space/Civic Space 
Standards

Stormwater Management

Streets

Sustainability

Utilities

Water conservation

40



Buildings
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Landscaping & Tree Preservation
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Parking and Loading
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Parks/Open Space/Civic Space Standards
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Streets
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Sustainability
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Water Conservation
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Use Regulations

Generally

Accessory Structures & Uses

Adaptive Reuse

Adult Businesses

Drive-In & Automobile Service 
Businesses

Dumpsters and Trash Storage

Home Occupations

Industrial Uses

Mobile Home Parks

Oil & Gas Operations

Outdoor Storage

Residential Use

Signs

Telecommunications Facilities

Swimming Pools, Spas & Hot Tubs

Temporary Construction & Sales 
Trailers

Temporary Structures and Uses
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Accessory Structures & Uses
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Adaptive Reuse
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Oil & Gas Operations
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Residential Uses
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Signs
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Questions?  Comments?
Westminster Code Forward Team
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Big Ideas
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Strong, complete & predictable standards

Integrated Code

Predictable and transparent processes

Plan implementation


